
Why do People Travel???

1. Interpersonal Motivators
· These include the desire to meet new people, visit friends and family or just enlarge the circle of people around them.

· Senior cruises or singles events are planned specifically for these travelers.

2. Physical Motivators

· People travel to get away from stress and renew themselves.

· Activities that involve using your muscles and limbs like hiking or mountain climbing.

3. Cultural Motivators

· People seek new places where they can gain knowledge and experience different cultures through dance, music, art, religion, entertainment and food.

· Historical landmarks, festivals, celebrations, museums, galleries, etc. all attract these travelers.

4. Prestige Motivators

· People want to develop hobbies, increase knowledge and appear to be on ‘the cutting edge’ because they have been the ‘newest’ or ‘trendiest’ vacation spots.

· First-class services, student exchanges and convention services all appeal to these travelers.

Important Travel Variables:

1. Age, responsibilities, free time and finances

- younger vs. older…more money available BUT more security and comfort needed as you get older.

2. Education

- more education generally means more income = more exotic locations

3. Health

- poor health = closer and safer trips

Travel Barriers

1. COST – if costs are too high people will not travel (e.g. when fuel costs are high people take less road trips)

2. TIME – People have to balance school, jobs, families and have other commitments that may allow them to travel only at certain times of the year. (e.g. college/university students)

3. HEALTH – People either travel locally or not at all if they are in poor health.

4. WEATHER – People avoid either bitterly cold or scorching hot weather and definitely avoid the rainy/storm season of the tropics.

5. FAMILY STAGE – Parents with young children may not travel because of cost and inconvenience.

6. LACK OF INTEREST – People have other interests beyond travel.

7. FEAR – Political conflicts, high crime rates, disease or war in certain places discourage people from traveling (e.g. ISIS, Toronto tourism suffered after SARS, not many traveling to Israel/Palestine/Ukraine right now)
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