
n What words/topics come to mind when 
you hear the word genocide?

n What are things that allow genocide to 
happen?

n Why does knowing about genocide matter?
n What examples are there (both history and 

the present) of genocide?



What is Genocide?
n The crime of genocide is defined in 

international law in the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of Genocide, 
adopted by the UN in 1948.

n "Article II: In the present Convention, 
genocide means any of the following acts 
committed with intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group, as such: 



(a) Killing members of the group; 
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm 
to members of the group; 
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group 
conditions of life calculated to bring about 
its physical destruction in whole or in part; 
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent 
births within the group; 
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the 
group to another group. 



Article III: The following acts shall be 
punishable:
(a) Genocide;
(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide;
(c) Direct and public incitement to 
commit genocide;
(d) Attempt to commit genocide;
(e) Complicity in genocide.



Genocide continues due to:
•Lack of political will to peacefully prevent it
and to forcefully intervene to stop it

UN Security Council votes to withdraw
UNAMIR troops from Rwanda, April 1994



The result has been genocide again and again.
Memorial to 800,000 Rwandans murdered,

April – July, 1994



The Bystander Effect

n aka bystander apathy, is a social psychological
phenomenon that refers to cases in which individuals 
do not offer any means of help to a victim when other 
people are present. The probability of help is 
inversely related to the number of bystanders. In 
other words, the greater the number of bystanders, the 
less likely it is that any one of them will help. Several 
variables help to explain why the bystander effect 
occurs. These variables include: ambiguity, 
cohesiveness and diffusion of responsibility.


